Conference to set Scottish rail industry on right track

John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Sustainable Growth, is to discuss the future of Scotland’s rail industry at a conference in the capital on Monday (18 February).
From the proposed new Forth crossing to the possibility of high-speed inter-city train links, rail will have a major role to play in Scotland’s future transportation needs. Scotland's Current and Future Rail System: Supporting the Economy, Communities and People, will bring together Government representatives and senior executives to examine the current state of the Scottish rail network and debate how it can be made to deliver the most efficient and reliable service possible to the public and industry alike.

Mr Swinney said:
“This Government wants to build a dynamic and growing economy providing prosperity and opportunities for all.  Rail has an important contribution to make to our economy.
 
“We have set a number of strategic priorities and we will focus our investment where it will make a real difference.  We will develop connections across and within Scotland and will improve reliability and journey times, to maximise opportunities for employment, business and leisure. We will also provide sustainable, integrated and cost effective public transport alternatives to the car, connecting people, places and work across Scotland.
 
“Rail has a strong contribution to make to this Government’s agenda.  We have already made clear our commitment to rail in Scotland when we endorsed the principles of the National Transport Strategy and Scotland’s Railways.
 
“Rail in Scotland is a great success story and we have much to look forward to.  I want to see us continue to work together to deliver a world class railway to allow the people of Scotland to reap the benefits and our economy to flourish.”
Mr Swinney will be joined at the one-day event by key players in the rail industry, including First Group CEO Moir Lockhead, and Iain Coucher, Chief Executive of Network Rail who will outline the future role that railways will take in helping to shape Scotland’s economy and enhance links between communities.
Mr Coucher, whose company is tasked with maintaining and growing the UK railway network, said:

“From the Forth Bridge to the West Highland Line, the railway has always acted as a conduit for economic and social development in Scotland. In the 21st century, rail is once again at the heart of strategic planning and the levels of investment in the network are at unprecedented levels.

“This conference will bring together the key influencers working to fully embrace the opportunities that the railway offers in Scotland.”

The conference, organised by public policy conference producers Mackay Hannah in association with Network Rail, will be held on Monday 18 February at the Roxburghe Hotel, Edinburgh. 
For more information, or to attend please contact Laura Murray at MacKay Hannah on 0131 556 8004 or go to www.mackayhannah.com

